Solitary coin lesion in patients with malignant melanoma: an indication for thoracotomy?
In five patients solitary pulmonary lesions were detected radiographically during routine follow up after malignant melanoma. Surgical removal was done in each case under the tentative diagnosis of metastases. Histologically, two lesions turned out as benign chondroma, one as organized pulmonary infarction and one as bronchogenic carcinoma. Only in one patient was a melanoma metastasis present. The findings underline the usefulness also in malignant melanoma of a surgical approach in suspected solitary pulmonary metastases.